[Vaginal ultrasound follow-up of suspicious smears of the cervix uteri].
Using transvaginal sonography (TVS) it is possible to place the scanner probe very close to the organs of the female small pelvis. The near position allows the employment of a higher ultrasound frequency with a better resolving power and thus with more information about the examined structures. A clinical study was performed to investigate whether it is possible to gain some more information about alterations of the uterine cervix surface, after a suspicious cytology result, by applying TVS. A total 59 women with a pathological swab were examined, followed by conisation (using an operating knife) and a D & C. Histological examination showed that in 21 cases with sonographically not suspicious results, 10 cancers in situ and 1 early invasive squamous cell cancer could not be detected. The determined sensitivity of the method was 30.8%; the specificity was 59%. Concluding from the result TVS can be applied only with restriction concerning detection of beginning cancer of the uterine cervix. A statistical significance of vaginosonographical results compared with the suspicious smear results could not be established.